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HE ANNOUNCEMENT of the new 
British Cabinet shows clearly that 
Stanley Baldwin is taking his responsi- 
bilities soberly and intends to strengthen 
the more progressive wing of his party 


with an eye to the future.* For, as a 
well-informed correspondent recently put 
it, “Labor feels that it has had a tempor- 
ary setback; but it polled a million more 
votes than last January. As a conse- 
quence, Labor hopes, and the Conserva- 
tives fear, that Labor may return 
to power with a majority at the 
next election.” The new material in 
the Cabinet is designed to forestall such 
an outcome, and the Prime Minister in 
his Guildhall speech was quite clearly 
dealing with this contingency when he 
said, referring to the election: 


“ 


. . we know that we have received sup- 
port from many of those who at ordinary 
times might have given their support to other 
parties. They have attempted to put into 
power a national government and it is in the 
exercise of that trust that we shall endeavor 
to deserve their confidence.” 


The “Die-Hards” are treated with 
scant courtesy, and Lord Curzon, the 
former Foreign Minister, whose high- 
handed arrogance did little to improve 
British foreign relations, is relegated to 
the purely ornamental position of Lord 
President of the Council and Leader of 


*Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Leader 
of the House of Commons, STANLEY BaLpWwin. Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council and Leader of the House of Lords, Tue 
Marquis Curzon oF Kepteston. Lord Privy Seal, Tue 
Marquis oF SaLisBurRy. Lord Chancellor, Tug Viscount 
Cave. Chancellor of the Exchequer, WINSTON SreNCER 
CHURCHILL, Secretary of State for Home Affairs, Sin WIL- 
LiaM JoYNsoN-Hicks. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and Deputy Leader of the House of Commons, J. AUSTEN 
CHAMBERLAIN. Secretary of State for the Colonies, Lixvur. 
( L. Cc. M. S. AMERY Secretary of State for War, Sm 
LAMING WoRTHINGTON-EvaNs Secretary of State for India 
Tue Eart or Bimkenuead. Secretary of State for Air, Sim 
Samugt J. G. Hoarg. First Lord of the Admiralty, Wi.- 
LIAM CLive BrivgemaNn. President of the Board of Trade, 
Sik Pitre Lioyp-GrarMe. Minister of Health, Nevittis 
CHAMBERLAIN, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Epwakp Freperick Linptey Woop. Secretary for Scotland, 
Sir Joun Gumovr. President of the Board of Education, 
Lorp Evstace Percy. Minister of Labor, Sim ARTHUR 
Steei-MalTLanp. Attorney General, Sim Dovetas M. Hoss. 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, ViscouNT CBECIL OF 
CHEL WOOD. First Commissioner of Works and Public 
Buildings, ViscounT PsrEv 


the House of Lords. The appointment of 
Austen Chamberlain as Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs is welcomed by both the 
French and British press. There is no 
reason to believe that the present excel- 
lent relations between the two countries 
will suffer at his hands. The appoint- 
ment of the agile-minded Winston 
Churchill—once Conservative, lately Lib- 
eral and now again Conservative—as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was a sur- 
prise which upset the prophecies that he 
would for a time be made to prove his 
loyalty in a minor post. Lord Birken- 
head as Secretary for India will have to 
face a situation the gravity of which is 
but little reflected in press dispatches. 

The Government is expected to con- 
tinue the negotiations with Russia begun 
by Ramsay MacDonald, although the pro- 
jected loan clause of the treaties will 
probably be modified. 

The chances for British ratification of 
the Geneva Protocol seem slicht, although 
reports that the new Cabinet would min- 
imize the League’s importance are not 
borne out by any external evidence. In- 
deed, Lord Cecil’s appointment is an 
earnest of Mr. Baldwin’s determination 
to treat the League with respect. Any- 
thing less would fall short of his declara- 
tion of good faith towards France, whose 
new attitude towards the League as an 
instrument of European peace is unques- 
tionably sincere. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


. FIRST test of M. Herriot’s 
strength since the British elections 
does not bear out the prophecy that the 
downfall of British Labor would have an 
adverse effect upon his Government. In 
connection with the discussion of the pro- 
gram for the new Budget, the Govern- 
ment demanded a vote of confidence which 
resulted in 410 favorable votes as against 
171. 


Former President Millerand has re- 
entered politics as President of the Na- 
tional Republican League, and has issued 
a manifesto strongly denouncing the 
Government, among other counts, for 
abandoning the Ruhr guarantees before 
the question of inter-Allied debts had 
been settled. M. Herriot lost no time in 
replying sharply to the ex-President’s 
strictures and seized the occasion to de- 
fend and emphasize‘the program of the 
new Government which was summed up 
as “the defense ofsbudget stability and li- 
quidation of the past.” 

M. Herriot said that when he took of- 
fice he found France isolated and gravely 
menaced, and at the same time the hope 
of reparation payments getting smaller. 
“But now,” he said, “Russia has opened 
up, Germany has paid a billion francs 
and France has given proof of her pacific 
policy at Geneva that was above criti- 
cism.” 

It is interesting in this connection to 
find Robert Dell, formerly a severe critic 
of French militarism, writing in the 
{[N. Y.] Nation: 


“What has been done at Geneva could not 
have been done without the change in French 
policy. As to the reality of that change, even 
the most skeptical became convinced before 
the end of the Assembly. It is clear that the 
present French Government sincerely desires 
peace.” 


HE APPOINTMENT of Leonid 

Krassin as Soviet Ambassador at 
Paris indicates that Moscow is deter- 
mined to put its best foot forward in its 
dealings with France. Krassin repre- 
sents the more moderate wing of the 
Communists. He was before the war 
one of the best known electrical engineers 
in Europe and is quite accustomed to 
dealing with men of affairs. He is to be 
accompanied by Solovieff, former Cham- 
berlain of the Czarist Court, and Count 
Alexis Ignatieff, Russian Military At- 
taché at Paris in pre-war days. M. Jean 
Herbette, formerly Foreign Editor of Le 
Temps, is to be the French Ambassador 
at Moscow. 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE’S declara- 
tion (November 2) that the celebra- 
tion of Armistice Day should emphasize 
the growth and the necessity of peaceful 
methods of settling international quar- 
rels, did not receive the attention it de- 
served from the press. It has placed the 
President squarely on record as recogniz- 
ing the importance of recent events at 
Geneva and elsewhere, and the growth of 
American sentiment against war. 
The statement, which took the form of 
a letter to the National Commander of the 
American Legion, was in part as follows: 
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Armistice Day will always rec#!!] the fact 
that humanity has far more reason for unity 
than for discord. It will emphasize the com- 
mon ideals and aspirations which must at last 
draw all men into fraternity and set their feet 
in the way of peace. ... 

It is desirable that Armistice Day observa- 
tions should impress these considerations of 
common concern and essential accord. .. . 

The growth of sentiment for the outlawry 
of war from this earth has been an impres- 
sive fact of recent time. Men and women 
everywhere have been giving their best 
thought to bring this end into full realiza- 
tion. 

We shall make our greatest contributions 
to human welfare if we shall on this interna- 
tional anniversary of peace restored turn our 
thoughts and endeavors to the ideal of peace 
perpetuated, assured and established as a uni- 
versal benison. 

We shall] not fail in acknowledging our obli 
gation to those whose noble service won the 
victory and established our complete independ- 
ence. But along with this we should have in 
mind the thought of peace gained for all the 
world and all time through cooperation of the 
same liberal forces that brought the victory. 


R. ALFRED SZE, Chinese delegate to 

the opium conference at Geneva and 
his country’s minister at Washington, 
has launched a vigorous criticism against 
the opium policies of the great powers 
with Far Eastern possessions. Accusing 
these nations of making it too easy for 
Chinese to obtain opium, he alleged that 
the Portugese colony at Macao thrived 
upon opium and gambling, and declared 
that the French and British colonies 
throughout the East were little better. 

The powers were deeply offended, and 
replied that the Chinese delegate had ad- 
vanced his criticism in order to forestall 
attacks on his own nation. 

This, of course, was true. Dr. Sze un- 
doubtedly knew that the Powers were 
preparing an indictment of China. By 
employing the subtle tactics of Western 
diplomacy he launched his own attack 
first. That the charges of the Chinese 
minister are substantially correct is fair- 
ly well established. That the counter 
charges are likewise correct is well 
known. The illicit production of opium 
in China is estimated anywhere from 
2,000 to 15,000 tons annually. The Chi- 
nese Government has been unable to check 
cultivation, and the Powers are accused 
of using this as an excuse to delay prohibi- 
tion in their own colonial possessions 
throughout the East. 

But the move of Dr. Sze has not been 
without effect. The situation in the East 
has needed an airing for a long time. Dr. 
Sze has drawn the attention of the world 
to that situation, and it is to be hoped 
that public opinion will demand drastic 
reforms, and an end to quibbling. 

W. T. S. 
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